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ONTHE STANDING OF THE GENUSLIBURNIA STAL

(Hemiptera, Fulgoridaa)
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In zoological nomenclature it probably is impossible to for-

mulate any rule or set of rules that will fit all cases. There

always will be the element of personal judgment to interject

itself into the application of such rules. One of these puzzling

cases is that of Liburnia Stal. No student of nomenclature ques-

tions for a moment the rule that the type of a genus must be

found among the species included in the genus at the time it

was founded. However, the name Liburnia was first given by

Stal, not as a new genus, but as a name for what was at that

time an old and well known generic concept. Therefore to find

its type, one must first locate the type of the genus that had

been masquerading under that name. The whole trouble comes

from the fact that Stal, in 1866, called that genus Delphax Auct.

instead of Delphax Latreille. Stal’s meaning will become per-

fectly plain to anyone who will look up the history of the

generic name Delphax. To ignore these facts and misinterpret

Stal’s use of Delphax Auct. is a mere quibble.

Here are a few pertinent facts: Latreille, in 1796, described

a genus Cercopis in his “Precis” (p. 91) for which be substi-

tuted Asiraca at page 202 but without the mention, in either

place, of a species. This genus Asiraca, he validated in 1802

by including the species longicornis Latr., clavicornis Fabr. and

crassicornis Fabr. In the meantime (1798), however, Fabricius

had established his genus Delphax with crassicornis and clavi-

cornis as species, and in 1803 he added eight other species. In

1804 Latreille reaffirms his genus Asiraca, complains that Fa-

bricius had redescribed it as Delphax, and lists nine species,

among them clavicornis, crassicornis and pellucida, thus making

his Asiraca equivalent to Delphax of Fabricius. But in 1807

he recognizes Asiraca with clavicornis and four other species,

and Delphax Fabr. with “pellucida Fabr.
“

ejusd . Delphacies

flavescens, striata, marginata, minuta.” This statement by

Latreille distinctly designates pellucida as the type of his genus

Delphax and it is this generic concept that was used by prac-

tically all hemipterists until Stal corrected the liberties Latreille
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had taken with Fabricius’ genus, by renaming Delphax of

Latreille as Liburnia. This genus Liburnia, as named by Stal

in 1866, was so used by Scott in his revision of the family in

1870-1871, by Sahlberg in 1871, by Fieber in his Katalog of

1872 and in his monograph of 1875, by Melichar in 1896 and

by me in 1897. Until the time of Muir, the only work of a

monographic character in which the name Delphax was used

in place of Liburnia was that by Kirschbaum, and it is probable

that this work (1868) was written before Kirschbaum had seen

Stal’s Hemiptera Africana.

The validity of the name Delphax Fabricius does not affect

the standing of genus Liburnia Stal and need not be considered

here.
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